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LETTER  OE  TRANSMITTAL. 


Eureka,  CxVL.,  December  1,  1910. 
To  Hon".  James  N.  Gillett, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  California. 

Your  Excellency  :  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  2592 
of  the  Political  Code,  the  Board  of  State  Harbor  Commissioners  for 
the  Port  of  Eureka  respectfully  submits  the  following  report  for  the 
two  years  beginning-  July  1.  1908,  and  ending  June  30,  1910. 

EARLY  HISTORY. 

That  the  early  explorers  of  the  North  Pacific  coast  failed  to  discover 
the  entrance  to  what  is  now  known  as  Humboldt  Bay  is  conceded  by 
the  best  authority  upon  the  subject,  though  Drake's  1579,  and  Vizcaino's 
1602-3,  delineations  of  this  particular  portion  of  the  coast  show  that 
both  these  navigators  were  very  close  to  discovery. 

While  noting  quite  clearly  on  their  rude  charts  the  retreating  curva- 
ture of  high  land  between  Cape  Mendocino  and  Trinidad  Head,  both 
of  which  points  they  located  cjuite  accurately,  the  stretch  between 
appears  to  have  been  given  over  by  them  as  a  continuous  beach  every- 
where closed  to  the  sea. 

The  first  published  sketch  of  the  bay  known  to  exist  appears  in  a 
Russian  atlas  compiled  in  1848  by  Tebenkof,  the  name  therein  given 
to  this  sheet  of  water  being  Bay  of  Rezanof.  This  sketch,  or  more 
properly  speaking  chart,  was  originally  drawn  by  Captain  Jonathan 
Winship  of  the  American  brig  '^O'Cain,"  who  while  under  charter 
to  the  Russian  American  Company  for  an  otter  hunting  expedition  along 
the  Pacific  coast  entered  the  bay  in  1806,  remaining  long  enough  to 
explore  the  inclosure  and  prepare  a  most  satisfactory  chart  of  it. 

Between  1806  and  November,  1849,  when  a  party  coming  from  the 
interior  to  the  coast  came  upon  this  particular  bod^'  of  water,  there 
appears  to  be  no  history  of  intervening  visits,  though  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  other  fur  hunting  parties  on  the  coast  may  have  brought  their 
vessels  into  the  bay,  as  some  of  the  early  settlers  of  Humboldt  County 
have  stated  that  upon  their  first  arrival  there  were  evidences  along  the 
shore  showing  that  years  before  wood  had  been  cut  with  implements 
known  only  to  civilized  man. 

The  inland  party  of  November,  1849,  passed  on  down  the  coast,  the 
remnant  eventuallv  reaching  San  Francisco. 
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The  first  approach  from  the  sea,  and  which  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  population  M'hieh  has  followed,  was  that  of  a  party  which  entered 
the  bay  April,  1850,  on  the  schooner  ''Laura  Virginia,"  then  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Douglas  Ottinger  of  the  United  States  Revenue 
Service,  and  at  this  time  Humboldt  Bay  received  the  name  it  now  bears. 
Numerous  vessels  carrying  settlers  followed  closely  upon  the  "Laura 
Virginia,"  and  almost  immediately  there  was  a  commerce  of  consider- 
able magnitude.  Steam  was  early  in  the  field.  The  first  published 
reports  of  shipping  began  with  1854,  and  through  this  year  shipments 
of  lumber  to  domestic  ports  as  well  as  foreign  were  freely  made,  showing 
that  much  enterprise  had  been  manifested  in  the  preceding  four  years 
of  settlement  at  the  several  points  on  the  bay. 

The  first  full  rigged  ship  to  enter  the  port  arrived  January  1,  1855, 
being  the  ship  "Louisa,"  Captain  Ross,  commanding,  which  sailed  later 
with  a  cargo  of  lumber  for  Melbourne,  Australia. 

Until  1889  the  entrance  to  Humboldt  Bay  was  subject  to  such  changes 
as  wind,  wave,  and  shifting  sand  might  effect,  the  depth  of  water  and 
course  of  channel  varying  greatly  at  times. 

In  this  year  jetty  work  was  begun  by  the  General  Government, 
about  ten  years  being  consumed  in  its  construction,  the  cost  of  same 
amounting  to  more  than  $2,000,000.  At  the  termination  of  this  work 
the  course  of  the  channel  into  the  bay  was  practically  controlled,  and 
a  greatly  increased  depth  of  water  prevailed  in  the  channel.  As  a 
result  vessels  of  large  size  could  enter  and  depart  freely,  direct  ship- 
ments of  cargo  being  made  to  any  part  of  the  world  where  markets 
could  be  found. 

While  the  jetty  work  immediately  at  the  harbor  entrance  is  almost 
intact,  that  part  of  it  projecting  seaward  has  been  seriously  impaired 
by  the  action  of  the  sea,  and  the  General  Government  is  now  about  to 
restore  this  portion  of  the  work  to  its  former  efficiency. 

.  WORK   OF    THE   BOARD. 

As  the  action  of  heavy  seas  coming  in  on  to  the  coast  as  a  result  from 
offshore  disturbances  tends  to  hammer  the  sands  into  the  entrance  of 
barred  harbors  such  as  this,  the  only  means  to  overcome  such  wave 
action  lies  in  the  amount  of  pent-up  tidal  water  and  added  influx  from 
contiguous  streams  that  may  be  discharged  twice  daily  during  the 
outrun  of  ebb  tide. 

Should  the  now  frequent  heavy  wave  action  of  these  latitudes  be 
continuous  the  result  would  no  doubt  be  to  close  entirely  during  the 
dry  season  the  entrance  to  a  bay  such  as  ours,  and,  in  fact,  during  long 
intervals  of  heavy  seas  the  shoaling  upon  the  outer  bar  is  rapid  and 
most  marked.  But  happily  the  action  of  the  sea  is  intermittent,  while 
our  force  of  combat,  the  ebb  tide,  works  twice  each  day  without  inter- 
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mission.  While  the  tidal  prism  is  kept  at  its  maximum,  time,  as 
proven,  demonstrates  that  interruption  to  navigation  may  be  rendered 
temporary  according"  to  the  length  of  disturbance  from  offshore  seas 
and  the  intervals  of  mild  weather  between. 

It  is  plainly  apparent  that  the  utmost  area  of  tidal  prism  of  a  l)arred 
harbor  such  as  Humboldt  Bay  is  most  desirable,  and  its  preservation 
should  be  most  jealously  guarded.  This  Board  considers  that  such 
preservation  of  tidal  prism  is  the  most  vital  and  important  matter  com- 
mitted to  its  charge,  and  its  line  of  worlv  has  been  largely  in  this 
direction. 

During  the  past  two  years  several  reclamation  projects  embodying 
encroachments  upon  the  tidal  prism  of  the  bay  have  been  presented  to 
us,  and  the  petitions  for  same  promptly  denied,  or  only  granted  when 
features  encroaching  upon  tidal  prism  have  been  eliminated. 

While  fully  appreciating  the  desirability  of  reclaiming  saltmarsh 
lands  when  such  reclamation  can  be  accomplished  without  curtailment 
of  tidal  waters,  this  Board  feels  that  it  can  render  no  more  important 
service  to  the  State  and  to  the  harbor  committed  to  its  charge  than  to 
protect  every  cubic  foot  of  tidal  prism  that  pertains  to  the  bay,  as  its 
only  "weapon  to  overcome  adverse  sea  action  against  the  entrance  to  the 
port  of  Eureka. 

Since  date  of  last  biennial  report  a  number  of  permits  have  been 
given  authorizing  the  construction  of  new  w^harves ;  also  extensions  from 
and  repairs  to  older  ones,  all  Avithin  the  pierhead  lines  as  established 
by  the  United  States  War  Department. 

The  most  important  new  work  in  the  w^ay  of  harbor  improvement  has 
recently  been  completed  at  Field's  Landing,  where  extensive  wharves 
have  been  constructed,  some  1,200  feet  in  frontage,  and  a  deep  and 
conmiodious  channel  dredged  along  same.  The  debris  resulting  from 
the  dredging  has  been  placed  back  of  a  rock  bulkhead  filling  in  a  large 
area  of  tidal  Hats,  so  that  facilities  for  handling  freight  at  this  point 
have  been  greatly  extended. 

Other  important  improvements  have  been  made  at  several  points  on 
the  bay,  and  water  front  conditions  are  now  better  than  ever  before. 
Dredging  to  channels  has  been  done  in  some  instances  by  the  General 
Government,  and  in  others  at  private  expense.  There  are  several  points 
of  confluences  of  channels  where  shoals  exist,  and  the  removal  by 
dredging  of  these  obstructions  would  greatly  add  to  the  navigability 
of  the  bay. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Fortunately  the  Board  has  not  been  under  any  extraordinary  expense 
during  the  past  two  years,  and  disbursements  have  been  kept  well 
within  the  limits  of  authorized  funds.  Contingencies  may  arise  in  the 
future  calling  for  more  expenditure,  and  we  therefore  would  recommend 
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that  the  ainoiml  now  authorized  ])y  hiw  for  the  expenses  of  this  Board 
of  Harbor  Commissioners  be  eontimied  at  the  same  figure. 

We  respeetfully  submit  herewith  statement  of  traffic  in  and  out  of  the 
port  of  Eureka  for  the  two  years  endiu<4'  June  30,  1910. 

A.   C.   TIBBETTS, 
M.    ENGLES, 
JOHN   S.   CONNICK, 
Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners, 
for  the  Bay  of  Humboldt. 
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EXPORTS    SHIPPED    OVER    HUMBOLDT    BAR   DURING    THE    PERIOD 
COVERED   BY    THIS   BIENNIAL   REPORT. 


Value. 


Lumber  products,  feet 

Tanbark,  cords 

Live  stock,  head 

Dressed  meat,  carcasses 

Glue  stock,  tails,  etc.,  sacks 
Pelts  and  hides,  bundles  -_. 

Leather,  rolls 

Butter,  pounds 

Condensed  milk,  cases 

Fresh  cream,  cans 

Casein,  sacks 

Farm  produce,  sacks 

Eggs,  cases 

Wool,  sacks 

Fruit,  boxes 

Apple  butter,  boxes 

Cider,  cases 

Cider,  barrels 

Vinegar,  barrels 

Fresh  fish,  cases 

Oysters,  boxes 

Crabs,  sacks 

Copper  ore,  sacks 

Miscellaneous  freight,  tons. 


759,433,498 

8,452 

it.85H 

2,462 

4,549 

13,U51 

fi,5.39 

5,600,385 

13,201 

1,034 

19,619 

25,622 

302 

3,303 

89,212 

60 

1,283 

370 

39 

9,246 

26 

29,824 

117 

35,160 


$12,449, 

118, 

346, 

44, 

22, 

135, 

.364, 

1,576, 

68, 

11, 

127. 

63. 

22. 

87H. 

1,070. 


184 


268 

14 

543 


278  00 
328  00 
1.52  00 
■MS  00 
0.50  00 
600  00 
220  00 
704  00 
555  00 
680  00 
090  00 
950  00 
348  00 
000  00 
,544  00 
180  00 
467  00 
450  00 
312  00 
,920  00 
208  00 
416  00 
,625  00 
,180  00 


$17,718,605  00 


During  this  time  the  arrival  and  departures  of  vessels  numbered 
3,686,  carrying  63,114  passengers. 

Contingent  Expenses,  one  year,  from  July  1,  1909,  to  June  30,  1910. 

Supplies,  printing  and  stationery $508  35 

Office  rent 180  00 

Telephone  and  telegraph ..-  49  55 

Fixtures 237  50 

Buggy  and  launch  hire.  Commissioners 50  00 

Fuel  and  light 42  .50 

Janitor  service 9  00 

Allowance  to  harbor  master  for  horse  and  buggy 180  00 

Miscellaneous  expense 58  80 

Total $1,315  70 

This  amount  was  paid  by  the  State.     During  the  first  year  covered 
by  this  report,  contingent  expenses  were  paid  by  Humboldt  County. 

Salaries,  July  1,   1908,  to  June  30,   1910. 

Three  Commissioners,  $400.00  per  vear $2,400  00 

Secretarv,  $1,000.00  per  year 2,000  00 

Harbor  Master,  $1,200.00  per  year 2,400  00 


During  this  period  the  Board  has  held  sixty-two  sessions. 
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